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American Chuck Wagon Association  
January 2023 President’s Message  
 

Hello ACWA Members,   
 
JANUARY. Many people look at January as lifeless and dull after the energy and sparkle of the December 
holidays.  But January is actually an exciting time of the year.  While it is not the half-way mark until the Spring 
thaw, it is the beginning of longer days.  [And each day of January is 1 day closer to spring!]  January is full of 
promise.  Yes, there will be a few more days of cold, a few more days of snow, and a few more days of cabin 
fever.  But January also promises a new, full year of adventures. 
 
January is the time to re-evaluate that list of “To-Do’s” that was put on the back burner for holidays and family 
gatherings in November and December.  January is the time to start a new calendar and enjoy memories of 
the past year as one is transferring birthdays, anniversaries, and adding upcoming graduations, weddings, and 
other special events involving family and friends.  Adding to the journey down memory lane are the memories 
of the past year’s chuck wagon gatherings, festivals, and cook-offs.  And, January is the time to remember 
those who have passed and enjoy the warm feelings of memories with them. 
 
Another January happening is the upcoming Board of Director’s Annual Retreat.  The Board of Directors will 
spend some time reviewing the previous year but will spend most of the time making plans for the upcoming 
year.  Is there something you would like for the Board of Directors to address or consider?  We would love to 
hear from you.  ACWA is your organization; take time to “bend our ear.”   
 
To be completely honest, one of the things I get excited about in January is thinking about the opportunities to 
see ACWA members and have a chance to visit.  The second-best thing is meeting new people who want to 
learn more about chuck wagons, Dutch oven cooking, and the ACWA.  Hope to see you soon . . . . 
 
John Conway 
2023 ACWA President  


